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When the triennial general election took place in the summer of
1931, the issues as usual were personal and local, and the results did
not to any extent alter the character of the Legislature, the Nationa-
lista-Consolidado Party remaining in power. Later in the year
Governor-General Davis returned home on leave of absence, and at
the beginning of 1932 he resigned.
On the 9th January Colonel Theodore Eoosevelt, eldest son of
President Theodore Roosevelt, and at that time Governor of Puerto
Rico, was appointed Governor-General in succession to Mr. Davis,
and on the 29th February he arrived at Manila. After Colonel
Roosevelt's appointment, and on the assumption that independence
would be granted, further Filipinization of the Insular Government
and services took place.
On his arrival at Manila Colonel Roosevelt found the situation
critical because of the great fall in prices of the chief Philippine
commodities. The Secretary of Finance advised him that the revenue
for January, the first month in the financial year, had fallen by
1,500,000 pesos. Colonel Roosevelt at once called together the
Council of State. As the previous Legislature had empowered the
Governor-General, in case of emergency, to reduce all appropriations
by ten per cent., the Council advised him to take this action. In
addition to this, all salaries and allowances were reduced, the larger
by ten per cent, and the smaller by a less amount. "Every branch of
the Government then undertook a careful survey to determine what
activities could be discontinued . . , and what other measures could
be instituted to bring justifiable economies.' Before the Legislature
met in July it was possible to make economies amounting to 6,100,443
pesos, which represented a saving of about twenty per cent, on six
months' working.1 These economies, along with an unexpected gain in
customs revenue due to increased imports in anticipation of higher tariff
rates, led Colonel Roosevelt to believe that the year would end with a
surplus; but, as it turned out, the Insular Auditor's report showed a
deficit of 5,000,000 pesos instead of the hoped-for surplus of 2,000,000.
Early in his term of office Colonel Roosevelt made a tour through
forty-eight provinces, quickly gaining, popularity and earning the
name of 'the poor man's Governor'. 'For the first time since these
islands have been an American possession', it was reported, ca
Governor has appealed directly to the people for support. '2
1  'The original gross appropriations for 1932 were 71,900,000 pesos, of which
10,640,000 pesos represented such irreducible items as the service of the public
debt.'  (Governor-General's Report, 1932.)
2  The New York Times, 13th June, 1932.